a 


-- (MVl,MVc,Mvb) 


line 20, change "MVl , MVr, MVa, MVb" to 


--MVJ, MVr, MVa, MVb-- 



IN THE CLAIMS: 


Please amend the claims as follows: 


Claim 1. (amended) A method of motion-compensate 
predictive image encoding, comprising the steps : 

estimating (ME) first motion vectors (MVc, [MVl] 
MVl , MVr, MVa, MVb) for first ob j ects^<6* 1 6 ) ; 

filtering (MVPF) every^tfccurrence of said first 
motion vectors (MVc, [VNJ^ MVl , MVr, MVa, MVb) to obtain 
second motion vectors (MVl, MV2, MV3, MV4) for second 
objects (8*8 ) ,/3aid second objects (8*8) being smaller than 
said first/objects (16*16); 

generating (3) prediction errors in dependence on 
said/second motion vectors (MVl, MV2, MV3, MV4 ) ; and 

combining (VLC) said first motion vectors (MVc, 
VI] MVi , MVr, MVa, MVb) and said prediction errors. 



Claim 2. (amended) A method as claimed in claim L 
wherein said first objects (16*16) are macro^blocks , said 
second objects (8*8) are blocks, and sa^ki filtering step 
(MVPF) comprises the steps of: 

providing x and y mot^dn vector components of a 
given macro-block (MVc) and/of macro-blocks ([MVl] MVl , MVr, 
MVa, MVb) adjacent to sa&d given macro-block (MVc) ; and 

supplying £efr each block (MVl) of a number of 
blocks (MV1-MV4) jerorresponding to said given macro-block 
(MVc) , x and y/motion vector components respectively 
selected tpdm said x and y motion vector components of said 
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given macro-block (MVc) and from the x and y motj.pj^lrector 
Jtw- bluLkb ([MV1] MVI, M T \^ 5T^adjacent to said 

Claim 3. (amended) A device for motion-compensated 

predictive image encoding, comprising: 

means for estimating (ME) first motix^vectors 
(MVc, [MV1] MVI, MVr, MVa, MVb) for first^jects (16*16); 

means for filtering (MVPF) ey^ry occurrence of 
said first motion vectors (MVc, [M\#L] MVI , MVr, MVa, MVb) to 
obtain second motion vectors (MV/L, MV2, MV3, MV4 ) for second 
objects (8*8), said second objects (8*8) being smaller than 
said first objects (16*16) ;/ 

means for generating (3) prediction errors in 
dependence on said second motion vectors (MVI, MV2, MV3, 
MV4) ; and / 

means for combining (VLC) said first motion 
vectors (MVc, [MVll/ MVI, MVr, MVa, MVb) and said prediction 
errors. / 

Claim 4. (amended) A method of motion-compensated 
predictive decoding, comprising the steps of: 

generating (VLC -1 ) first motion vectors (MVc, [MVI] 
MVi, MVr, MVa,/ MVb) and prediction errors from an input bit- 
stream, said first motion vectors (MVc, [MVI] MVi , MVr, MVa, 
MVb) relating to first objects (16*16); 

filtering (MVPF) every occurrence of said first 
motion vectors (MVc, [MVI] MVi , MVr, MVa, MVb) to obtain 
second mot iron vectors (MVI, MV2, MV3, MV4 ) for second 
objects (8/*8), said second objects (8*8) being smaller than 
said firsst objects (16*16); and 

/ generating (15, MC) an output signal in dependence 


components oJ 
(MVI) 
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on said predicJ^L^rr~errors and said second motion vectors 
727MV3, MV4 ) . 


Claim 5. (amended) A method as claimed in claim 4, / 
wherein said first objects (16*16) are macro-blocks ,/said 
second objects (8*8) are blocks, and said filtering step 
(MVPF) comprises the steps of: 

providing x and y motion vectop^tfomponents of a 
given macro-block (MVc) and of mac^tf^blocks ( [MV1] MVI , MVr, 
MVa, MVb) adjacent to said airmen macro-block (MVc) ; and 

supplying fop^ach block (MVI) of a number of 
blocks (MV1-MV4) j2<5rresponding to said given macro-block 
(MVc) , x ancL^y motion vector components respectively 
selected/rom said x and y motion vector components of said 
given/macro-block (MVc) and from the x and y motion vector 
cojrtponents of two blocks ([MVI] MVI , MVa) adjacent to said 
^6lock (MVI) . 


Claim 6. (amended) A device for motion-comper^ated 
predictive decoding, comprising: 

means for generating (VLC -1 ) fiptft motion vectors 
(MVc, [MVI] MVi , MVr, MVa, MVb) ancj^pJredict ion errors from 
an input bit-stream, said firj^motion vectors (MVc, [MVI] 
MVi, MVr, MVa, MVb) rela>ifig to first objects (16*16); 

means f orJ&dfltering (MVPF) every occurrence of 
said first mod/n vectors (MVc, [MVI] MVI , MVr, MVa, MVb) to 
obtain secg>ffd motion vectors (MVI, MV2, MV3, MV4 ) for second 
objectS/^8*8) , said second objects (8*8) being smaller than 
said/first objects (16*16); and 

means for generating (15, MC) an output signal in 
dependence on said prediction errors and said [second motion 
Sectors (MVI, MV2, MV3, MV4 ) ] first motion vectors (MVc, MVI 
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